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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER VIGNES GIVES PRESS CONFERENCE 

1. FOLLOWING HIS RETURN TO BUENOS AIRES ON JAN. 20, 

FONMIN VIGNES HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE ON THE 2 1ST. 
SECRETARY KISSINGER’S PROPOSED VISITS, THE MFM, THE TRADE 
BILL AND POSSIBLE CUBAN PRESENCE IN BUENOS AIRES WERE 
THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES RAISED AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESENT PLAN, VIGNES SAID, SECRETARY 
KISSINGER WOULD PROBABLY ARRIVE IN ARGENTINA AROUND 
FEB. 16 BUT WORLD EVENTS, PARTICULARLY IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST, MIGHT AFFECT THE TIMING FOR THIS TRIP. 

3. VIGNES NOTED THAT ARGENTINA HAD EXPRESSED ITS 
DISAPPOINTMENT WITH CERTAIN PROVISIONS IN THE TRADE 

ACT AND FELT THAT IT WAS A STEP BACKWARD IN INTER- AMERICAN 
RELATIONS. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT ALL CHANNELS OF 
COMMUNICATION AMONG LATIN AMERICANS AND BETWEEN LATIN 
AMERICANS AND THE US SHOULD BE UTILIZED TO DEAL WITH 
PROBLEMS OF THIS NATURE. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE 
BUENOS AIRES MFM WOULD BE A PROPER FORUM IN WHICH 
TO RAISE LA CONCERNS REGARDING THE TRADE ACT. 

FOLLOWING UP THIS POINT, NEWMEN ASKED IF IN 

VIEW OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS THE MARCH MFM MIGHT 
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NOT BE BETTER POSTPONED. VIGNES REPLIED THAT ANY 
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TALK OF POSTPONEMENT AT THIS TIME WAS "PREMATURE". 
ARGENTINA DID NOT SEE ANY REASON WHY THE MFM COULD 
NOT BE HELD AS SCHEDULEDM IF DEVELOPMENTS WARRANTED 
POSTPONEMENT, IT WOULD BE, HE EMPHASIZED, AN ARGENTINA 
DECISION. 

4. VIGNES WAS ASKED THE STATE OF PLAY WITH RESPECT 

TO CUBAN ATTENDANCE AT THE MFM. THE PROBLEM OF CUBA. 
HE ANSWERED, IS PRESENTLY BEING DEALT WITH. ARGENTINA 
HAD ACCEPTED THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DETERMINING LATIN 
AMERICAN OPINION ON THIS ISSUE AND IS IN THE PROCESS 
OF ASCERTAINING THAT OPINION. 

5. COMMENT: LINE FOLLOWED BY VIGNES AT PRESS 
CONFERENCE RE KISSINGER VISIT, MFM, TRADE BILL AND 
CUBA FOLLOWS ALMOST VERBATIM FROM PREVIEW HE GAVE 
AMBASSADORS HILL AND MAILLIARD ON JANUARY 14. AS 
DID QUIJANO AT OAS MEETING IN WASHINGTON, VIGNES 
CRITICIZED ASPECTS OF TRADE BILL IN VERY MEASURED 
TONES EMPHASIZING THE NECESSITY TO MAINTAIN OPEN 
CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION ON THIS ISSUE. MORE 
SERIOUS PREOCCUPATION IN FOREIGN MINISTRY AT 

THIS TIME IS POSSIBILITY THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER 
MAY NOT MAKE FEB. VISIT. APPARENTLY, GOA HAS 
RECEIVED INFORMATION THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER HAS 
COMMITTED HIMSELF TO TRIP TO MIDDLE EAST DURING 
THE SECOND OR THIRD WEEK IN FEBRUARY. IF SECRETARY 
WERE NOT TO VISIT BUENOS AIRES DURING THIS PERIOD, 

VIGNES ACCORDING TO MINISTRY SOURCES, WOULD WANT 
MAXIMUM LEAD TIME SO AS TO PREPARE PUBLIC OPINION 
FOR POSSIBLE CANCELLATION. 

HILT. 
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